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Google Scholar:  
12,634 citations, h index 42, i10 index 84  

 
NRF rating: B1 

 

 

Employment  
2025-current  Director, Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS), Economic and 

Management Sciences Faculty, University of the Western Cape, South Africa 
2024-2025  Acting Director, PLAAS University of the Western Cape – concurrent position 
2024-current  Global Faculty, University of Cologne, Germany – concurrent position 
2020-2024  SARChI Chair in Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies – concurrent position 
2017-current  Professor, PLAAS, University of the Western Cape 
2012-2016  Associate Professor, PLAAS, University of the Western Cape 
2008-2011  Senior Researcher, PLAAS, University of the Western Cape 
2002-2007  Researcher, PLAAS, University of the Western Cape 
1999-2002 Senior Researcher, Centre for Rural Legal Studies, Stellenbosch 
1999-2003 Researcher, Women’s Rights to Land project: Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, India. 
1996       Policy Officer, Equal Opportunity Office, University of Cape Town 
1995       Equal Opportunity Research Project, University of Cape Town 
1994       Seminar Intern, Centre for African Studies, University of Cape Town 
 
 

Education 
Higher Education: University of Oxford (2011) 

• Doctor of Philosophy in Politics, Faculty of Politics and International Relations  
Dissertation: The Politics of Land Reform in Post Apartheid South Africa, 1990 to 2004: A Shifting Terrain 
of Interests, Actors and Discourses 

 
Higher Education: University of Oxford (1996-1998) 

• Master of Philosophy in Development Studies, Queen Elizabeth House 
Dissertation: Contested Terrain: The Politics of Land Reform Policy in Post Apartheid South Africa 

 
Higher Education: University of Cape Town (1992-1995) 

• Bachelor of Social Science in Political Studies and Sociology 

• Bachelor of Social Science (Honours) in Political Studies (distinction) 
Dissertation: Land Reform Policy and Practice: A Theoretical and Empirical Review of Gender 
Perspectives Internationally and in South Africa 

 
Secondary Education: United World College of the Adriatic, Italy (1989-1991) 

• International Baccalaureate Diploma 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Ruth Hall: curriculum vitae 

Advisory positions, Awards and Scholarships 
 
2021  UWC Community Engagement Award 
2018-20 Presidential advisor: Cyril Ramaphosa 
2019  Ministerial advisor: Minister of Public Works: Patricia De Lille 
2019  Ministerial advisor: Minister of Justice: Ronald Lamola 
2018  UWC Research Excellence Award 
2010  Featured in UWC Women in Research 2010 
2010  UWC Research Repository 10 most downloaded research outputs (10th) 
2005, 06, 08, 09 Mail & Guardian Book of South African Women 
2006, 07 Mail & Guardian 100 Young South Africans 
1998  Wingate Trust Scholarship 
1997  Rhodes Trust Southern African Internship 
1996  Rhodes Scholarship (South Africa-at-Large) 
1996 Vice Chancellor’s Award for an Excellent Contribution to Gender Equity  
1992, 93, 94  Dean’s Merit List for Academic Achievement 
1989-1991 United World College Scholarship for South Africa  

 
Journal Editorial Role 
 
Editor-in-Chief: Journal of Peasant Studies (current) 
International Advisory Board: Journal of Peasant Studies (2013 onward) 
Editorial Board: Social Dynamics (2016-2021) 
Book Series Editor: Agrarian Change and Peasant Studies, Fernwood and Practical Action (2015 onwards) 
Reviews Editor: Journal of Peasant Studies (2009-2013) 
 

Publications 
 
Books 
 
Scoones, Ian, Marc Edelman, Saturnino M. Borras Jr, Lyda Fernanda Forero, Ruth Hall, Wendy Wolford, Ben 

White. 2022. Authoritarian Populism in the Rural World. London: Routledge.  
 
McKay, Ben, Ruth Hall and Juan Liu. 2018. Rural Transformations and Agro-Food Systems: BRICS and 

Agrarian Change in the Global South. London: Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/Rural-
Transformations-and-Agro-Food-Systems-The-BRICS-and-Agrarian-Change-in-the-Global-
South/McKay-Hall-Liu/p/book/9780367588700  

 
Edelman, Marc, Ruth Hall, Saturnino M. Borras Jr., Ian Scoones, Ben White and Wendy Wolford. 2018. 

Global Land Grabbing and Political Reactions ‘From Below’. London: Routledge. 
https://www.routledge.com/Global-Land-Grabbing-and-Political-Reactions-from-Below/Edelman-
Hall-Borras-Jr-Scoones-White-Wolford/p/book/9781138082373  

 
Hall, Ruth, Ian Scoones and Dzodzi Tsikata. 2015. Africa’s Land Rush: Rural Livelihoods and Agrarian 

Change. Oxford: James Currey. https://boydellandbrewer.com/9781847011305/africas-land-rush/  
 
Hall, Ruth, Joseph Gausi, Prosper Matondi, Theodor Muduva, Camilo Nhancale, Dimuna Phiria and Phillan 

Zamchiya. 2015. Large-scale land deals in Southern Africa: Voices of the people. Cape Town: 
Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape. 

 

https://www.routledge.com/Authoritarian-Populism-and-the-Rural-World/Scoones-Edelman-Jr-Forero-Hall-Wolford-White/p/book/9780367753870
https://www.routledge.com/Rural-Transformations-and-Agro-Food-Systems-The-BRICS-and-Agrarian-Change-in-the-Global-South/McKay-Hall-Liu/p/book/9780367588700
https://www.routledge.com/Rural-Transformations-and-Agro-Food-Systems-The-BRICS-and-Agrarian-Change-in-the-Global-South/McKay-Hall-Liu/p/book/9780367588700
https://www.routledge.com/Rural-Transformations-and-Agro-Food-Systems-The-BRICS-and-Agrarian-Change-in-the-Global-South/McKay-Hall-Liu/p/book/9780367588700
https://www.routledge.com/Global-Land-Grabbing-and-Political-Reactions-from-Below/Edelman-Hall-Borras-Jr-Scoones-White-Wolford/p/book/9781138082373
https://www.routledge.com/Global-Land-Grabbing-and-Political-Reactions-from-Below/Edelman-Hall-Borras-Jr-Scoones-White-Wolford/p/book/9781138082373
https://boydellandbrewer.com/9781847011305/africas-land-rush/
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Ruth Hall: curriculum vitae 

White, Ben, Saturnino M. Borras Jr,. Ruth Hall, Ian Scoones and Wendy Wolford (eds). 2013. The New 
Enclosures: Critical Perspectives on Corporate Land Deals. London and New York: Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315871806 

 
Wolford, Wendy, Saturnino M. Borras Jr., Ruth Hall, Ian Scoones and Ben White (eds). 2013. Governing 

Global Land Deals: The Role of the State in the Rush for Land. Oxford: Wiley Blackwell. 
https://www.wiley.com/en-
gb/Governing+Global+Land+Deals%3A+The+Role+of+the+State+in+the+Rush+for+Land-p-
9781118688243  

 
Wisborg, Poul, Ruth Hall, Shirhami Shirinda and Phillan Zamchiya. 2013. Farm Workers and Farm Dwellers 

in Limpopo Province, South Africa: Struggles over Tenure, Livelihoods and Justice. Cape Town: 
Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape. 

 
Cherryl Walker, Anna Bohlin, Ruth Hall and Thembela Kepe (eds). 2010. Land, Memory, Reconstruction and 

Justice: Perspectives on Land Restitution in South Africa. Athens OH / Scottsville: Ohio University 
Press / University of KwaZulu-Natal Press. https://www.ohioswallow.com/9780821419274/land-
memory-reconstruction-and-justice/  

 
Hall, Ruth (ed). 2009. Another Countryside? Policy Options for Land and Agrarian Reform in South Africa. 

Cape Town: Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape.  
 
Ntsebeza, Lungisile and Ruth Hall (eds). 2007. The Land Question in South Africa: The Challenge of 

Transformation and Redistribution. Cape Town: Human Sciences Research Council Press. 
 
 
Journal Articles 
 
Hall, Ruth and Thembela Kepe. What happens on land reform farms in South Africa? A field-based reality 

check. Agrekon. Forthcoming.  
 
Serrano, A., Hall, R., Dell’Angelo, J., Kay, S., & Coronado, S. (2025). The ‘return’ of land grabbing? The 

Journal of Peasant Studies, 1–16. https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2025.2557012 

 
Wolford, Wendy W., Ben White, Ian Scoones, Ruth Hall, Marc Edelman and Saturnino M. Borras. 2024. 

Global land deals: what has been done,, what has changed, and what’s next? Journal of Peasant 
Studies DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2024.2325685    

 
Wach, Elise and Ruth Hall. 2024. Land commoning in deagrarianized contexts: Potentials for agroecology? 

Elementa: Science of the Anthropocene, 12(1). https://doi.org/10.1525/elementa.2023.00085  
 
Ruth Hall, Jacobo Grajales, Ricardo Jacobs, Sérgio Sauer, Shaila Seshia Galvin & Annie Shattuck. 2023. 

Intertwined histories: JPS at 50, La Via Campesina at 30, The Journal of Peasant Studies, 50:2, 447-
448, https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2023.2180358   

 
Annie Shattuck, Jacobo Grajales, Ricardo Jacobs, Sergio Sauer, Shaila Seshia Galvin and Ruth Hall. 2023. Life 

on the land: new lives for agrarian questions. Journal of Peasant Studies 50(2): 1-29. https:// 
/doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2023.2174859 

 
Kepe, Thembela and Ruth Hall. 2020. Creating Learning and Action Space in South Africa’s Post-apartheid 

Land Redistribution Program. Action Research 18(4): 510-527. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1476750317705966  

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315871806
https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/Governing+Global+Land+Deals%3A+The+Role+of+the+State+in+the+Rush+for+Land-p-9781118688243
https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/Governing+Global+Land+Deals%3A+The+Role+of+the+State+in+the+Rush+for+Land-p-9781118688243
https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/Governing+Global+Land+Deals%3A+The+Role+of+the+State+in+the+Rush+for+Land-p-9781118688243
https://www.ohioswallow.com/9780821419274/land-memory-reconstruction-and-justice/
https://www.ohioswallow.com/9780821419274/land-memory-reconstruction-and-justice/
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2025.2557012
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2024.2325685
https://doi.org/10.1525/elementa.2023.00085
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2023.2180358
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Shattuck%2C+Annie
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Grajales%2C+Jacobo
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Jacobs%2C+Ricardo
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Sauer%2C+Sergio
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Galvin%2C+Shaila+Seshia
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hall%2C+Ruth
https://doi.org/10.1177/1476750317705966
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Ruth Hall: curriculum vitae 

 
Scoones, Ian, Rebecca Smalley, Ruth Hall and Dzodzi Tsikata. 2019. Narratives of Scarcity: Framing the 

global land rush. Geoforum 101: 231-241, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2018.06.006  
 
Thembela Kepe & Ruth Hall. 2018. Land Redistribution in South Africa: Towards Decolonisation or 

Recolonisation? Politikon, 45:1, 128-137. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02589346.2018.1418218  

 

Hall, Ruth and Thembela Kepe. 2017. Elite capture and state neglect: New evidence on South Africa’s land 
reform. Review of African Political Economy. 44:151, 122-130. http://doi.org/ 

10.1080/03056244.2017.1288615   
 
Hall, Ruth, Ian Scoones and Dzodzi Tsikata. 2017. Plantations, outgrowers and commercial farming in Africa: 

Agricultural commercialisation and implications for agrarian change. Journal of Peasant Studies  
44(3): 1-23. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03066150.2016.1263187  

 
Lawry Steven, Cyrus Samii, Ruth Hall, Aaron Leopold, Donna Hornby, and Farai Mtero. 2017. The impact of 

land property rights interventions on investment and agricultural productivity in developing 
countries: a systematic review. Journal of Development Effectiveness 9(1): 61-81. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19439342.2016.1160947  

 
Scoones, Ian, Marc Edelman, Saturnino M. Borras Jr., Ruth Hall, Wendy Wolford & Ben White 2017. 

Emancipatory rural politics: confronting authoritarian populism. Journal of Peasant Studies 45(1) 1-
20. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2017.1339693  

 
McKay, Ben, Ruth Hall and Juan Liu. 2017. The Rise of BRICS: Implications for Global Agrarian 

Transformation. Introduction to Special Issue. Third World Thematics 1(5): 581-591 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23802014.2016.1362323 (Special Issue: 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rtwt20/1/5)  

 
Hall, Ruth and Ben Cousins. 2017. Exporting contradictions: The expansion of South African agrarian capital 

within Africa. Globalizations 15(1): 12-31. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14747731.2017.1408335  

 
Hall, Ruth, Marc Edelman, Saturnino M. Borras Jr., Ian Scoones, Ben White and Wendy Wolford. 2015. 

‘Resistance, acquiescence or incorporation? An introduction to land grabbing and political reactions 
‘from below’. Editorial introduction to special Issue: Global land Grabbing and Political Reactions 
from Below. Journal of Peasant Studies 42(3-4): 467-488. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03066150.2015.1036746  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2014. ‘The Legacies of the Natives Land Act of 1913.’ Scriptura 113(1): 1-13. DOI:10.7833/113-0-

721  
 
Scoones, Ian, Ruth Hall, Saturnino M. Borras Jr, Ben White & Wendy Wolford. 2013. The politics of 

evidence: methodologies for understanding the global land rush.’ Journal of Peasant Studies, 40(3): 
469-483. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/03066150.2013.801341  

 
Wolford, Wendy, Saturnino Borras Jr., Ruth Hall, Ian Scoones and Ben White. 2013. ‘Governing Global Land 

Deals: The Role of the State in the Rush for Land’ (Editors’ introduction to special issue on Governing 
Global Land Deals). Development and Change, 44(2): 189-210. https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12017  

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2018.06.006
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02589346.2018.1418218
https://doi.org/10.1080/03056244.2017.1288615
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03066150.2016.1263187
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19439342.2016.1160947
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19439342.2016.1160947
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19439342.2016.1160947
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19439342.2016.1160947
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Edelman%2C+Marc
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Borras%2C+Saturnino+M+Jr
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hall%2C+Ruth
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Wolford%2C+Wendy
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/White%2C+Ben
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2017.1339693
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23802014.2016.1362323
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rtwt20/1/5
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14747731.2017.1408335
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03066150.2015.1036746
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/03066150.2013.801341
https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12017
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Hall, Ruth, Poul Wisborg, Shirhami Shirinda and Phillan Zamchiya. 2013. ‘Farm workers and farm dwellers in 
Limpopo province, South Africa.’ Special issue on Re-thinking land reform, agrarian change and rural 
poverty in South Africa, edited by Henry Bernstein, Ben Cousins, Bridget O’Laughlin and Pauline 
Peters. Journal of Agrarian Change 13(1): pp 47-70. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/joac.12002  

 
Hall, Ruth and Ben Cousins. 2013. ‘Rangeland Commons in South Africa’s Land and Agrarian Reform.’ 

African Journal for Range and Forage. Special Issue on Aligning policy with the socio-ecological 
dynamics of rangeland commons 30(1-2): 11-15. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2989/10220119.2013.768704  

 
Aliber, Michael and Ruth Hall. 2012. ‘Support for smallholder farmers in South Africa: Challenges of scale 

and strategy.’ Development Southern Africa (Special Issue: Sustainable rural development in South 
Africa: Rethinking theory, policy and practice), 29(4): 548-562. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0376835X.2012.715441  

 
White, Ben, Saturnino M. Borras Jr., Ruth Hall, Ian Scoones and Wendy Wolford. 2012. ‘The new 

enclosures: critical perspectives on corporate land deals.’ Journal of Peasant Studies. (Editors’ 
introduction to special issue), 39(3&4): 619-647. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2012.691879  

 

Hall, Ruth. 2012. ‘The Next Greak Trek? South African commercial farmers move north.’ Journal of Peasant 
Studies, 39(3&4): 823-843. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2012.677037  

 

Hall, Ruth. 2012. ‘El Nuevo Acaparamiento de Tierras y las Cambiantes Dinámicas de la Agricultura en el sur 
de África.’ Revista Española de Estudios Agrosociales y Pesqueros, 231: 175-207. 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2011. “Revisiting unresolved questions: land, food and agriculture.” Transformation: Critical 

Perspectives on Southern Africa, 75: 81-94. https://transformationjournal.org.za/wp-
content/uploads/2017/04/T75_Part10.pdf  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2011. “Land Grabbing in Southern Africa: The many faces of the investor rush.” Review of 

African Political Economy, 128: 193-214. https://doi.org/10.1080/03056244.2011.582753  
 
Borras, Saturnino, Ruth Hall, Ian Scoones, Ben White and Wendy Wolford. 2011. “Towards a Better 

Understanding of Global Land Grabbing: An Editorial Introduction.” Journal of Peasant Studies, 
38(2): 209-216. https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2011.559005  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2011. “Landmarked: Land Claims and Land Restitution in South Africa by Cherryl Walker.” Book 

review. Journal of Agrarian Change. Vol 11, No 1, January 2011: pp 126-129. 
 
Rother, Hanna-Andrea, Ruth Hall and Leslie London. 2008. “Pesticide Use Among Emerging Farmers in 

South Africa: Contributing Factors and Stakeholder Perceptions.” Development Southern Africa, 
25(4): 399-424. https://doi.org/10.1080/03768350802318464  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2005. “The Shifting Terrain of Land Reform in South Africa: The National Land Summit, July 

2005.” Review of African Political Economy, 106: 621-627. https://www.jstor.org/stable/20059113  
 
Cousins, Ben, Edward Lahiff and Ruth Hall. 2005. “The land shall be shared among those who work it!” New 

Agenda. Special Issue on the Freedom Charter: the next fifty years: 35-39.  
 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/joac.12002
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2989/10220119.2013.768704
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0376835X.2012.715441
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2012.691879
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2012.677037
https://transformationjournal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/T75_Part10.pdf
https://transformationjournal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/T75_Part10.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/03056244.2011.582753
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2011.559005
https://doi.org/10.1080/03768350802318464
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20059113
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Hall, Ruth. 2004. “Land Reform: A Terrain of Ongoing Struggle.” South African Labour Bulletin. October 
2004.  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2004. “Land Restitution in South Africa: Rights, Development and the Restrained State.” 

Canadian Journal of African Studies; Special Issue: A Decade of Democracy in Southern Africa 1994 
– 2004, 38(3): 654-671. https://doi.org/10.2307/4107260  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2004. “A Political Economy of Land Reform in South Africa.” Review of African Political Economy 

Special Issue on South Africa, 100: 23-37. https://doi.org/10.1080/0305624042000262257  
 
Hall, Ruth. 2001. “Globalisation and Farm Workers: Why do Women Bear the Brunt?” Agenda: South 

African Feminist Journal, 48. 
 
Hall, Ruth. 1998. “Design for Equity: Linking Policy with Objectives South Africa’s Land Reform.” Review of 

African Political Economy, 77: 451-462. https://www.jstor.org/stable/4006501  
 
 
Book Chapters 
 
Hall, R. 2024. ‘The Constitution’s Mandate for Transformation: From Expropriation Without Compensation 

to Equitable Access to Land’ in Olaf Zenker, Cherryl Walker & Zsa-Zsa Boggenpoel (eds). Beyond 
Expropriation Without Compensation: Law, Land Reform and Redistributive Justice in South Africa. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 143-164. 

 
Hall, Ruth and Farai Mtero. 2021. ‘Land and Agrarian Development in South Africa’ in Arkebe Oqubay, Fiona 

Tregenna, and Imraan Valodia (eds). The Oxford Handbook of the South African Economy. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-
south-african-economy-9780192894199  

 
Aliber, Michael and Ruth Hall. 2019. ‘Support to smallholder farmers in South Africa: Challenges of scale 

and strategy’ in Peter T. Jacobs (ed) Equitable Rural Socioeconomic Change: Land, Climate 
Dynamics and Technological Innovation. Cape Town: Human Sciences Research Council Press: 45-
60. https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/equitable-rural-socioeconomic-change  

 
Kepe, Thembela and Ruth Hall. 2016. ‘Land, politics and policy change in South Africa: What questions for 

land redistribution policy and practice?’ in Thembela Kepe, Melissa Levin and Bettina von Lieres 
(eds) Domains of Freedom: Justice, Citizenship and Social Change in South Africa. Cape Town: 
University of Cape Town Press: 27-39. https://doi.org/10.58331/UCTPRESS.36  

 
Sulle, Emmanuel and Ruth Hall. 2015. ‘Agrofuels and Land Rights in Africa’ in Kristina Dietz, Achim 

Brunnengräber, Bettina Engels and Oliver Pye (eds) The Political Ecology of Agrofuels. London: 
Routledge: 115-131. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315795409  

 
Hall, Ruth, Ian Scoones and Dzodzi Tsikata. 2015. ‘Introduction’ in Ruth Hall, Ian Scoones and Dzodzi Tsikata 

(eds.) Africa’s Land Rush: Rural Livelihoods and Agrarian Change. Oxford: James Currey: 1-29. 
 
Hall, Ruth, Ward Anseeuw and Gaynor Paradza. 2015. ‘South African commercial farmers in the Congo’ in 

Ruth Hall, Ian Scoones and Dzodzi Tsikata (eds.) Africa’s Land Rush: Rural Livelihoods and Agrarian 
Change. Oxford: James Currey: 162-180. 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2015. ‘Who, what, where, how, why? The many disagreements about land redistribution in 

South Africa’ in Ben Cousins and Cherryl Walker (eds) Land Divided, Land Restored: Prospects for 

https://doi.org/10.2307/4107260
https://doi.org/10.1080/0305624042000262257
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4006501
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/beyond-expropriation-without-compensation/00D7E03A4D13812F1A793C844C62F638#:~:text=Book%20description,South%20Africa%20in%20recent%20years.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/beyond-expropriation-without-compensation/00D7E03A4D13812F1A793C844C62F638#:~:text=Book%20description,South%20Africa%20in%20recent%20years.
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-south-african-economy-9780192894199
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-south-african-economy-9780192894199
https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/equitable-rural-socioeconomic-change
https://doi.org/10.58331/UCTPRESS.36
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315795409
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Land Reform in 21st Century South Africa. Cape Town: Jacana: 130-148. 
https://jacana.co.za/product/land-divided-land-reform-in-south-africa-for-the-21st-century/  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2014. ‘Land redistribution: The politics of not making policy’ in Thenjiwe Meyiwa, Muxe Nkondo, 

Margaret Chitiga-Mabugu, Moses Sithole and Francis Nyamnjoh (eds) State of the Nation. South 
Africa 1994-2014: A Twenty Year Review of Freedom and Democracy. Cape Town: Human Sciences 
Research Council: 171-182. https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/state-of-the-nation-south-africa-
1994-2014  

 
Hall, Ruth, Saturnino M. Borras and Ben White. 2014. ‘Land Reform’ in Vandana Desai and Rob Potter (eds) 

The Companion to Development Studies, Third Edition. London: Routledge: 260-264. 
https://www.routledge.com/The-Companion-to-Development-Studies/Desai-
Potter/p/book/9781444167245  

 
White, Ben, Saturnino M. Borras Jr. and Ruth Hall. 2014. ‘Land Reform’ in Bruce Currie-Alder, Ravi Kanbur, 

David M. Malone and Rohinto Medhora (eds) International Development: Ideas, Experience and 
Prospects. Oxford: Oxford University Press: 479-494. 
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/international-development-
9780199671663?cc=us&lang=en&  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2013. ‘Hierarchies, Violence, Gender: Narratives from Zimbabwean Migrants on South African 

Farms’ in Bill Derman and Randi Kaarhus (eds) In the Shadow of a Conflict: Crisis in Zimbabwe and 
its Effects in Mozambique, South Africa and Zambia. Harare: Weaver Press: 180-206. 
https://www.africanbookscollective.com/books/in-the-shadow-of-a-conflict  

 
Cousins, Ben and Ruth Hall. 2013. “Rights without Illusions: The potential and limits of rights-based 

approaches to securing land tenure in rural South Africa” in Malcolm Langford, Ben Cousins, Jackie 
Dugard and Tshepo Madlingozi (eds.). Symbols or Substance? The role and impact of socio-
economic rights strategies in South Africa. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 157-186. 
https://www.cambridge.org/za/universitypress/subjects/law/human-rights/socio-economic-rights-
south-africa-symbols-or-substance?format=PB  

 
Aliber, Michael and Ruth Hall. 2011. ‘The case for re-strategising spending priorities to support small-scale 

farmers in South Africa’ in Leslie Nyagah (ed.) Seeds of Growth: Financing Smallholder Farming in 
Southern Africa. Cape Town: Institute for Democracy in South Africa. 

 
Walker, Cherryl, Anna Bohlin, Ruth Hall and Thembela Kepe. 2010. “Introduction” in Cherryl Walker, Anna 

Bohlin, Ruth Hall and Thembela Kepe (eds.) Land, Memory, Reconstruction and Justice: Perspectives 
on Land Restitution in South Africa. Athens OH / Scottsville: Ohio University Press / University of 
KwaZulu-Natal Press: 1-13. 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2010. “Reconciling the Past, Present and Future: The Parameters and Practices of Land 

Restitution in South Africa” in Cherryl Walker, Anna Bohlin, Ruth Hall and Thembela Kepe (eds.) 
Land, Memory, Reconstruction and Justice: Perspectives on Land Restitution in South Africa. Ohio: 
Ohio University Press: 17-40.  

 
Nick Vink and Ruth Hall. 2010. “Agricultural and Land Reform in South Africa’s First Decade of Democracy” 

in Stuart Jones and Robert W. Vivian (eds). South Africa: Economy and Policy 1990 – 2000. 
Manchester: Manchester University Press: 644-670. 
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9780719081507/  

 

https://jacana.co.za/product/land-divided-land-reform-in-south-africa-for-the-21st-century/
https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/state-of-the-nation-south-africa-1994-2014
https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/state-of-the-nation-south-africa-1994-2014
https://www.routledge.com/The-Companion-to-Development-Studies/Desai-Potter/p/book/9781444167245
https://www.routledge.com/The-Companion-to-Development-Studies/Desai-Potter/p/book/9781444167245
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/international-development-9780199671663?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/international-development-9780199671663?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.africanbookscollective.com/books/in-the-shadow-of-a-conflict
https://www.cambridge.org/za/universitypress/subjects/law/human-rights/socio-economic-rights-south-africa-symbols-or-substance?format=PB
https://www.cambridge.org/za/universitypress/subjects/law/human-rights/socio-economic-rights-south-africa-symbols-or-substance?format=PB
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9780719081507/
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Hall, Ruth. 2010. “Two Cycles of Land Policy in South Africa: Tracing the Contours” in Ward Anseeuw and 
Chris Alden (eds) The Struggle over Land in Africa: Conflicts, Politics and Change. Cape Town: 
Human Sciences Research Council Press: 175-192. https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/the-
struggle-over-land-in-africa  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2009. “Land Restitution in South Africa: Rights, Development and the Restrained State” in Alan 

Jeeves and Greg Cuthbertson (eds). Fragile Freedom: South Africa’s Democracy since 1994. 
Pretoria: University of South Africa Press: 142-156. 
https://upjournals.up.ac.za/index.php/historia/article/view/2478/2339  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2009. “Land reform in South Africa: Successes, challenges and concrete proposals for the way 

forward” in Land Reform in South Africa: Constructive Aims and Positive Outcomes – Reflecting on 
Experiences on the Way to 2014. Johannesburg: Konrad Adenauer Stiftung: 5-35.  

 
Hall R (2008) ‘Land reform and poverty eradication: In search of solid ground,’ in Brown S (ed) 

Transformation Audit 2007: Leadership and Legitimacy. Cape Town: Institute for Justice and 
Reconciliation: 72–94. 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2008. “Rural Livelihoods and Human Security: HIV/AIDS and Land Issues” in Angela Ndinga-

Muvumba and Robyn Pharoah (eds). HIV/AIDS and Society in South Africa. Scottsville: University of 
KwaZulu-Natal Press: 124-144. 
https://www.ukznpress.co.za/?class=bb_ukzn_books&method=view_books&global[fields][_id]=14
0  

 
Kepe, Thembela, Ruth Hall and Ben Cousins. 2008. “Land” in Steven Robin and Nic Shepherd (eds). South 

African Keywords. Cape Town: Jacana: 143-156. https://jacana.co.za/product/new-south-african-
keywords/  

 
Hall, Ruth and Lungisile Ntsebeza. 2007. “Introduction” in Lungisile Ntsebeza and Ruth Hall (eds) The Land 

Question in South Africa: The Challenge of Transformation and Redistribution. Cape Town: HSRC 
Press, 1-24. 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2007. “Transforming Rural South Africa? Taking Stock of Land Reform” in Lungisile Ntsebeza and 

Ruth Hall (eds) The Land Question in South Africa: The Challenge of Transformation and 
Redistribution. Cape Town: HSRC Press, 87-106. 

 
Moyo, Sam and Hall, Ruth. 2007. “Conflict and Land Reform in Southern Africa: How Exceptional is South 

Africa?” in Adekeye Adebajo, Adebayo Adedeji and Chris Landsberg (eds). South Africa in Africa: 
The Post-Apartheid Era. Scottsville: University of KwaZulu-Natal Press: 150-176. 
https://www.ukznpress.co.za/?class=bb_ukzn_books&method=view_books&global[fields][_id]=25
3  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2003. “A Comparative Analysis of Land Reform in South Africa and Zimbabwe” in Margaret Lee 

and Karen Colvard (eds): Unfinished Business: The Land Crisis in Southern Africa; Africa Institute; 
Johannesburg: 255-285. 

 
Hall, Ruth and Williams, Gavin. 2003. “Land Reform in South Africa: Problems and Prospects” in Mwesiga 

Baregu and Chris Landsberg (eds): From Cape to Congo: Southern Africa’s Evolving Security 
Architecture; Lynne Rienner Publishers; New York: 97-129. 

 
 
Selected research reports 

https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/the-struggle-over-land-in-africa
https://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/books/the-struggle-over-land-in-africa
https://upjournals.up.ac.za/index.php/historia/article/view/2478/2339
https://www.ukznpress.co.za/?class=bb_ukzn_books&method=view_books&global%5bfields%5d%5b_id%5d=140
https://www.ukznpress.co.za/?class=bb_ukzn_books&method=view_books&global%5bfields%5d%5b_id%5d=140
https://jacana.co.za/product/new-south-african-keywords/
https://jacana.co.za/product/new-south-african-keywords/
https://www.ukznpress.co.za/?class=bb_ukzn_books&method=view_books&global%5bfields%5d%5b_id%5d=253
https://www.ukznpress.co.za/?class=bb_ukzn_books&method=view_books&global%5bfields%5d%5b_id%5d=253
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Hall, Ruth and Ian Scoones, with Giles Henley. 2016. Strengthening Land Governance: Lessons from 

Implementing the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in 
the Context of National Food Security. State of the Debate Report 2016, Land: Enhancing 
Governance for Economic Development (LEGEND) programme. London: Overseas Development 
Institute.  
https://landportal.info/sites/landportal.info/files/Strengthening%20Land%20Governance.pdf  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2014. Rural resource grabs or necessary inward investment? The politics of land and water in 

Africa. London: International Institute for Environment and Development. 
 
Scoones, Ian, Rebecca Smalley, Ruth Hall, Dzodzi Tsikata. 2014. Narratives of scarcity: Understanding the 

‘global resource grab’. FAC Working Paper 076. Brighton and Nairobi: Future Agricultures 
Consortium. 

 
Steven Lawry, Cyrus Samii, Ruth Hall, Aaron Leopold, Donna Hornby, Farai Mtero. 2014. The impact of land 

property rights interventions on investment and agricultural productivity in developing countries: a 
systematic review. Brussels: The Campbell Collaboration. Commissioned study for the UK 
Department for International Development.  

 
Cousins, Ben and  Ruth Hall. 2014. ‘The Restitution of Land Rights Amendment Act of 2014: An analysis 

commissioned by the Legal Resources Centre.’ Report for the Constitutional Court. October 2014 
(updated 2015/16).   

 
Hall, Ruth. 2013. Affidavit in Baphiring Case Constitutional Court. 22 November 2013. 
 
Hall, Ruth and Gaynor Paradza. 2011. ‘Pressures on Land in Sub-Saharan Africa: Social Differentiation and 

Societal Responses.’ Background Paper. European Report on Development 2012: Confronting 
scarcity: Managing water, energy and land for inclusive and sustainable growth. Brussels: European 
Union. 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2011. The Next Great Trek? South African Farmers Head North. Working paper, No 19. Institute 

for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape. 
 
Hall, Ruth. 2011. “The Many Faces of the Investor Rush in Southern Africa: Towards a Typology of 

Commercial Land Deals.” Working Paper No  2. Institute for Critical Agrarian Studies (ICAS) and 
Land Deal Politics Initiative (LDPI) Working Paper series, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, 
Netherlands. 

 
Cousins, Ben and Ruth Hall. 2011. “Rights without Illusions: The potential and limits of rights-based 

approaches to securing land tenure in rural South Africa.” Working Paper 18. Institute for Poverty, 
Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape. March 2011. 

 
Hall, Ruth and Michael Aliber. 2011. “The case for re-strategising spending priorities to support small-scale 

farmers in South Africa.” Working paper, No 17. Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies, 
University of the Western Cape.  

 
Hall, Ruth. 2008. State, Market and Community: The Potential and Limits of Participatory Land Reform 

Planning in South Africa. Working paper, No 7. Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies, 
University of the Western Cape. 

 

https://landportal.info/sites/landportal.info/files/Strengthening%20Land%20Governance.pdf
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Hall, Ruth. 2008. The Impact of Land Restitution and Land Reform on Livelihoods. Cape Town: Programme 
for Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape (Research Report 32). 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2004. Land and Agrarian Reform in South Africa: A Status Report 2004. Cape Town: Programme 

for Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape. (Research report, No. 20). 
 
Ahmed, Amien, Jacobs, Peter, Hall, Ruth, Kapery, W., Omar, R. and Schwartz, M. 2003. Monitoring the 

quality of life of land reform beneficiaries 2000/2001. Technical Report prepared for the 
Department of Land Affairs, Directorate of Monitoring and Evaluation, Pretoria, South Africa. 

 
Jacobs, Peter, Lahiff, Edward & Hall, Ruth. 2003. Land redistribution. Cape Town: Programme for Land and 

Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape. (Evaluating land and agrarian reform in South 
Africa series; No. 1.) 

 
Hall, Ruth. 2003. Rural restitution. Cape Town: Programme for Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the 

Western Cape. (Evaluating land and agrarian reform in South Africa series; No. 2.). 
 
Hall, Ruth. 2003. Farm tenure. Cape Town: Programme for Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the 

Western Cape. (Evaluating land and agrarian reform in South Africa series; No. 3.). 
  
Hall, Ruth, Jacobs, Peter & Lahiff, Edward. 2003. Final report. Cape Town: Programme for Land and Agrarian 

Studies, University of the Western Cape. (Evaluating land and agrarian reform in South Africa 
series; No. 10.). 

 
Lahiff, Edward, Hall, Ruth and Jacobs, Peter. 2003. Methods and Impacts of Land and Agrarian Reform in 

South Africa. Report to the UK Department for International Development (Dfid). 
 
Hall, Ruth. 1998. “Design for Equity in South Africa’s Land Reform.” Land Tenure in the Developing World. 

Conference proceedings. Land Tenure Center (Madison-Wisconsin) and University of Cape Town. 
January 1998; Cape Town, South Africa. 

 
 
Films 
 
https://youtu.be/_dIXPhESQTQ 
https://youtu.be/OtmHiAZiD_A 
https://youtu.be/whbT6yGAZ_I  
https://youtu.be/OtmHiAZiD_A  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtmHiAZiD_A&t=107s  
 
 
Selected policy briefs 
 
Hall, Ruth and Marc Wegerif. 2021. Building back better after COVID-19. PLAAS Policy Brief.  
Sulle, Emmanuel, Ruth Hall and Gaynor Paradza. 2014. Inclusive business models in agriculture? Learning 

from smallholder cane growers in Mozambique. Policy brief 66. Brighton and Nairobi: Future 
Agricultures Consortium. 

Sulle, Emmanuel and Ruth Hall. 2014. International frameworks International and regional guidelines on 
land governance and land-based investments: An agenda for African states. Policy brief 77. 
Brighton and Nairobi: Future Agricultures Consortium.  

https://youtu.be/_dIXPhESQTQ
https://youtu.be/OtmHiAZiD_A
https://youtu.be/whbT6yGAZ_I
https://youtu.be/OtmHiAZiD_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtmHiAZiD_A&t=107s
https://18olw2dtd7sfrkn714mcql9a-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/policy-brief-SA.pdf
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Cousins, Ben, Ruth Hall and Alex Dubb. 2014. The Restitution of Land Rights Amendment Act of 2014 - What 
are the real implications of reopening land claims? Policy brief 34. Cape Town: Institute for Poverty, 
Land and Agrarian Studies.  

Hall, Ruth and Alex Dubb. 2013.45% of black South Africans want land. Fact Check Series: Land Reform, 2. 
Cape Town: PLAAS. 

Hall, Ruth. 2011. Land Grabbing in Africa and the New Politics of Food. Policy brief No. 41. Nairobi, Brighton 
and Cape Town: Future Agricultures Consortium. June 2011. 

Aliber, Michael and Ruth Hall. 2011. Making the Case for a Decentralized Small-scale Farmer Strategy in 
South Africa. Policy brief. Programme to Support Pro-poor Policy Development. Pretoria: 
Presidency / PSPPD. 

Hall, Ruth. 2009. A fresh start for rural development and agrarian reform? Policy brief 29. Institute for 
Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS), University of the Western Cape.  

Hall, Ruth and Lahiff, Edward. 2004. Budgeting for Land Reform. Policy Brief: Debating land reform and 
rural development. No. 13. Cape Town: Programme for Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the 
Western Cape. 

 
Professional Experience 
 
I have led and participated in a series of research projects dealing with land and agrarian reform, mostly in 
South Africa and in the Southern African region, including the following: 



12 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Ruth Hall: curriculum vitae 

• Co-investigator, Medium Scale Farmers in Rural Africa, a three-country study (Ghana, Tanzania, 
Namibia), with the University of Cologne, University of Ghana, and Aga Khan University, funded by the 
Volkswagen Foundation (with Profs Michael Bollig, Clemens Greiner, Kojo Amanor and Emmanuel 
Sulle) 

• Primary Investigator, Land Justice, a research and engagement project in South Africa, funded by the 
Claude Leon Foundation 

• Co-convenor, Building the Next Generation of African Experts in Land Governance, a continent-wide 
programme of training and capacity-building, in the Network of Excellence on Land Governance in 
Africa (NELGA), with the African Land Policy Centre, funded by GIZ (with Prof. Moenieba Isaacs) 

• Primary Investigator of a three-country study (Ghana, South Africa, Tanzania) on The Impacts of 
COVID-19 Responses on the Political Economy of African Food Systems, funded by the International 
Development Research Centre, Canada 

• Primary Investigator of a three-country study (Ghana, Kenya and Zambia) on Land and Agricultural 
Commercialisation in Africa, on institutional arrangements in land deals, funded by the Economic and 
Social Research Council and Department for International Development, UK 

• Primary Investigator of a five-country study (Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe) on 
community participation in Commercialisation of Land and ‘Land Grabbing’ in Southern Africa, funded 
by Austrian Development Cooperation  

• Regional Hub Coordinator of the Future Agricultures Consortium in Southern Africa, and theme 
coordinator of the Future Agricultures Consortium’s work on land in Africa, consisting of case study 
research on transnational land allocations in five countries (Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Congo, 
Mozambique) in Africa  

• Co-convenor of the Land Deal Politics Initiative, and convenor of a small grant programme on large-
scale land acquisitions in Africa  

• Initiated and implemented a three-country study on Small-scale Farmers and Fishers in South Africa, 
Malawi and Zimbabwe (with Gaynor Paradza) 

• Developed and delivered a training module on Land Tenure and Economic Development for the 
Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS) Land Commission, funded by USAID (with ARD-Inc) 

• Conducted a systematic review of evidence from South Africa and elsewhere on the efficacy of Small-
scale Farmer Development Policies for the Programme to Support Pro-poor Policy Development in the 
Presidency (with Michael Aliber) 
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• Conducted research on farm workers and farm dwellers in Limpopo province, funded by the Norwegian 
Centre for Human Rights (with Poul Wisborg and Shirhami Shirinda) 

• Led a national research and advocacy project on policy alternatives for land and agrarian reform, 
funded by ICCO (with Phillan Zamchiya) 

• Jointly led a regional project on decentralisation of land reform in Southern Africa, funded by the 
Austrian Development Agency (with Karin Kleinbooi) 

• Conducted research on the impacts of Zimbabwe’s land reform on rural livelihoods in Mozambique, 
South Africa and Zambia, as part of a collaborative research project, funded by the Research Council of 
Norway (with Phillan Zamchiya) 

• Contributed one report to a restitution post-settlement support project for the Commission on the 
Restitution of Land Rights, funded by Belgian Technical Cooperation  

• Reviewed the Land, Environment and Development (LEAD) programme of the Legal Assistance Centre 
(LAC), Windhoek, Namibia, for EED 

• Conducted analysis of research data collected by the HEED Programme on Pesticide Use Among Small-
Scale Farmers in South Africa and Tanzania, School of Public Health, University of Cape Town. 

• Commissioned by the Department of Land Affairs to conduct a review of progress towards the 
realisation of the socio-economic rights of farm dwellers, for the Deputy President 

• Commissioned by the Presidency to write a review of land reform, restitution and post-settlement 
support, for the Second Economy Strategy (with Michael Aliber, Ben Cousins and Edward Lahiff) 

• Commissioned by Department of Land Affairs to produce a diagnostic review of communal property 
institutions in South Africa’s land reform, together with the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research 

• Commissioned by GTZ to conduct research on local government development planning, and 
approaches to land and agrarian reform in integrated development plans (with Moenieba Isaacs and 
Munyaradzi Saruchera)  

• Commissioned by Department for International Development (UK) to conduct a review of methods and 
impacts in land reform in South Africa (with Edward Lahiff and Peter Jacobs) 

• Conducted a national review of land reform policy, practice and outcomes, funded by the Norwegian 
Centre for Human Rights 

• Led a national review of land reform policy, practice and outcomes, funded by the European Union’s 
Foundation for Human Rights (EU-FHR) (with Peter Jacobs) 

• Commissioned by the Department of Labour to lead national research to inform the sectoral 
determination and minimum wage regulations for farm workers, and led initiative on international 
agricultural trade and its impact on rural livelihoods 

• Conducted primary field-based research in Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan on strategies pursued to 
secure women’s land rights in contexts of dalit communities, as part of a Women’s Rights to Land 
project, Institute of Economic Growth, India 

• Conducted an evaluation of the gender impacts of CAMPFIRE’s programmes for community-based 
natural resources management in Nyaminyami District, as part of a Gender and Natural Resource 
Management Project, Zimbabwe.  
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Major Conferences convened 
 
“Land, Life and Society” 
Hosted by PLAAS and the Land Deal Politics Initiative in Cape Town, South Africa, 7-9 October 2025 (lead 
convenor) 
 
“Global Land Grabbing” 
Hosted by the Journal of Peasant Studies and Universidad de los Andes, with PLAAS, World Development, 
Globalizations, Antipode, and others, physical conference in Bogota, Colombia, 19-21 March 2024 
(convening committee and opening plenary) 
 
“Critical Agrarian Studies in the 21st Century” 
Hosted by the Journal of Peasant Studies, China Agricultural University, PLAAS and the Collective of 
Agrarian Scholar-Activists of the Global South, physical conference in Beijing, China, 10-12 October 2023 
(convening committee and opening plenary) 
 
“Climate Change and Agrarian Justice Conference” 
Hosted by PLAAS, Journal of Peasant Studies, Transnational Institute and Collective of Agrarian Scholar-
Activists of the Global South, 26-29 September 2022 (convening committee) 
 
“Land Conference: The Failed Promise of Tenure Security” 
Hosted by PLAAS at University of the Western Cape, Land and Accountability Research Centre at the 
University of Cape Town, Social and Work Programme at the University of the Witwatersrand, and Legal 
Resources Centre, hybrid conference in Cape Town / Johannesburg / Durban / East London, 17-19 August 
2022 (convening committee) 
 
“Conference on Land Policy in Africa”  
Hosted by the African Union, UN Economic Commission for Africa and African Development Bank. Biennial 
Conference, Kigali, Rwanda, 1-4 November 2021. (Scientific Committee) 
 
“Resolving the Land Question Conference” 
Hosted by PLAAS at the University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, 4-5 February 2019 (co-convenor with 
Ben Cousins) 
 
“The Future of Farm Workers in South Africa Conference” 
Hosted by PLAAS and the School of Government at the University of the Western Cape and the Women on 
Farms Project, 16-18 October 2019 (co-director with Stephen Devereux) 
 
“Authoritarian Populism and Emancipatory Rural Politics” 
Hosted by the ERPI at the University of the Western Cape, the International Institute for Social Studies at 
Erasmus University, the Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex, Cornell University, 16-
18 March 2018, The Hague, Netherlands. (convening committee) 
 
“International Conference of the BRICS Initiative for Critical Agrarian Studies” 
Hosted by the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA) in 
partnership with PLAAS at University of the Western Cape, China Agricultural University, International 
Institute for Social Studies at Erasmus University, Institute for Development Studies at the University of 
Sussex, 13-17 October 2017, Moscow, Russia (convening committee) 
 
“Rural transformations and food systems: The BRICS and agrarian change in the global South” 
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Hosted by PLAAS at the University of the Western Cape, University of Brasilia, University of Rio Grande do 
Sul, Cornell University, University of Sussex and International Institute for Social Studies at Erasmus 
University, 19-21 April 2015, Cape Town (co-convenor) 
 
“Conference on Land Policy in Africa”  
Hosted by African Union, UN Economic Commission for Africa and African Development Bank. Biennial 
Conference, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 11-14 November 2014. (Scientific Committee) 
 
“Agricultural Investment, Gender and Land in Africa” 
Hosted by PLAAS, Future Agricultures Consortium, Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 
Nations, Land Policy Initiative of the African Union / African Development Bank / UN Economic Commission 
for Africa, Cape Town, 5-7 March 2014 (co-organised with Martha Osorio, Emmanuel Sulle, Sue Mbaya, 
Clara Park and Anna Rappazzo) 
 
“Land Divided Conference” 
Hosted by PLAAS at University of the Western Cape, Stellenbosch University and the University of Cape 
Town, Cape Town, 25-27 March 2013 (convening committee) 
 
“International Conference on Global Land Grabbing II” 
Hosted by the Land Deal Politics Initiative, Future Agricultures Consortium and Journal of Peasant Studies, 
at Cornell University, 17-19 April 2012 (co-organised with Jun Borras, Ian Scoones, Ben White, Wendy 
Wolford). 
 
“International Conference on Global Land Grabbing” 
Hosted by the Land Deal Politics Initiative, Future Agricultures Consortium and Journal of Peasant Studies, 
Institute for Development Studies, University of Sussex, 6-8 April 2011 (co-organised with Jun Borras, Ian 
Scoones, Ben White, Wendy Wolford). 
 
“Conference on Policy Options for Land and Agrarian Reform in South Africa” 
Hosted by PLAAS, Lord Charles Hotel, Somerset West, 27-29 October 2007. 
 
“Land, Memory, Reconstruction and Justice: Perspectives on Land Restitution in South Africa” 
Hosted by PLAAS, Human Sciences Research Council and University of Stellenbosch, Houw Hoek Inn, 
Grabouw, 13-15 September 2006 (co-organised with Cherryl Walker, Anna Bohlin, Thembela Kepe, Michael 
Aliber). 
 
“Conference on International Agricultural Trade and Rural Livelihoods” 
Hosted by the Centre for Rural Legal Studies, Lord Charles Hotel, Somerset West, October 2001 (co-
organised with Bronwyn Page-Shipp, Karin Kleinbooi). 
 
 

Fundraising 
 
I have fundraised numerous research grants over the past years including: 

• € 98 000  GIZ (2025), with Moenieba Isaacs 

• € 600 000  Volkswagen Foundation (2025) 

• € 200 000  GIZ (2024), with Moenieba Isaacs 

• USD$200,000 GIZ (2023) 

• USD$15,000 Pennsylvania State University (2024) 

• USD$13,500 University of Cologne (2023) 

• USD$200,000 UN Economic Commission for Africa / GIZ (2022) 
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• € 80 000  Volkswagen Foundation (2022) (co-fundraised with Cyriaque Hakizimana) 

• USD$200,000 UN Economic Commission for Africa / GIZ (2021) 

• CAD$900,000  International Development Research Centre (IDRC) (2020-2021) 

• USD$200,000 UN Economic Commission for Africa / GIZ (2019)  

• ZAR 250,000 RAITH Foundation (2019-2020) 

• € 120,000  Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung (2018) 

• € 250,000  European Union / Oxfam Pan Africa (co-fundraised with Emmanuel Sulle) 

• USD$140,000 Open Society Foundation (Global) (2017-2019) 

• USD$250,000 Open Society Institute for Southern Africa (regional) (2016-2017) 

• CAD$100,000 Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada (2017-2018) 

• GB£ 500,000 UK Economic and Social Development Council (2013-2016) 

• € 600,000  Austrian Development Cooperation (2012-2014)  

• € 15,000  German Technical Cooperation (GIZ) (2011) 

• GB£ 270,000 Department for International Development (2010-2013) 

• US$ 250,000 Ford Foundation (2010-2012) 

• € 299,000  Austrian Development Agency (2008-2010) 

• € 81 000  Volkswagen Foundation (2008-2010) (co-fundraised with Frank Matose) 

• NKr 475,000 Research Council of Norway (2007-2009) 

• NKr 600,000 Norwegian Centre for Human Rights (2007-2009) (co-fundraised with Ben Cousins) 

• ZAR 1,916,000 InterChurch Development Cooperation (ICCO) (2005-2007) 
 

Research posts fundraised 
 
Researcher:   Ms Karin Kleinbooi (2007-2011) 
Researcher:   Mr Phillan Zamchiya (2006-2009) 
Researcher:   Mr Shirhami Shirinda (2007-2009) 
Senior Researcher:  Dr Gaynor Paradza (2011-2014) 
Senior Researcher:  Dr Barbara Tapela (2012) 
Senior Researcher:  Dr Darlene Miller (2013-2014) 
Researcher:   Mr Emmanuel Sulle (2014-2019) 
Researcher:   Ms Refiloe Joala (2016-2017) 
Researcher:   Mr Cyriaque Hakizimana (2013-2019) 
Senior Researcher:  Dr Phillan Zamchiya (2016) 
 

Teaching and Supervision 
 
Teaching and Training 

• Convenor: The Agrarian Question in Southern Africa, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, (2008-2019) 

• Convenor: The Economics of Food and Farming Systems, MPhil Land and Agrarian Studies (2020-2023) 

• Convenor: The Political Economy of Land Governance in Africa, short course (2018-2022) 

• Convenor: Writeshop in Critical Agrarian Studies and Scholar-Activism (2019-2022) 

• Convenor: The Agrarian Question in Africa, short course (2019) 

• Convenor (with Ben Cousins): Political Economy of the Agrarian Question in Southern Africa (2013) 

• Convenor (with Ben Cousins): NUMSA short course (2013) 
 
Postdoc Supervision 
Dr Mnqobi Ngubane, University of the Western Cape (South Africa) – completed 
Dr Arnold Chamunogwa, University of Oxford, UK (Zimbabwe) – completed  
Dr Boaventura Monjane, Coimbra University, Portugal (Mozambique) - completed 
Dr George Mudimu, China Agricultural University, China (Zimbabwe) – completed 
Dr Tara Weinberg, University of Michigan (South Africa) – completed 
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Dr Tapiwa Chatikobo, University of the Western Cape (Zimbabwe) - ongoing 
 
PhD Supervision 

• Eria Serwajja, PhD in Development Studies, 2014 (Uganda) 

• Emmanuel Sulle (PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2021 (Tanzania) 

• Loveness Msofi, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2023 (Malawi) 

• Cyriaque Hakizimana, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2025 (SA/Burundi) 

• Sthandiwe Yeni, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2025 (South Africa) 

• Charity Dangwa Rusere, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2025 (Zimbabwe) 

• Odenda Lumumba (PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies (Kenya) – pending  

• Refiloe Joala, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies (South Africa) – pending  

• Nduduzo Majozi, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies (South Africa) – pending  

• Shane Phiri, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies (South Africa) – pending  

• Clemente Ntauazi, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies (Mozambique) – pending  

• Desmond Ncube, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies (Zimbabwe) - pending 

• Sienne Molepo, PhD in Land and Agrarian Studies, (South Africa) - pending 
 
MPhil Supervision 

• Boyce Tom (MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2007 (South Africa) 

• Phillan Zamchiya (MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, first class, 2009 (Zimbabwe) 

• Shirhami Shirinda (MPhil by full thesis in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2012 (South Africa) 

• Sithandiwe Yeni (MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2013 (South Africa) 

• Ndivhuho Ranwedzi (MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, first class, 2013 (South Africa) 

• Odenda Lumumba (MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, first class, 2014 (Kenya) 

• Prisca Mandimika, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, 2020 (Namibia) 

• Clemente Ntauazi, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, first class, 2022 (Mozambique) 

• Constance Mogale, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, passed away 2023 (South Africa) 

• Ashley Fischhoff, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, first class, 2024 (South Africa) 

• Sienne Molepo, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, first class, 2025 (South Africa) 

• Tetelo Maila, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies, first class 2025 (South Africa) 

• Godfrey Massay, MPhil in Land and Agrarian Studies (Tanzania) - pending 
 

External examiner 
 

• University of Cape Town, SA 

• University of Free State, SA 

• University of KwaZulu-Natal, SA 

• Rhodes University, SA 

• University of Stellenbosch, SA 

• University of North West, SA 

• University of the Witwatersrand, SA 

• International Institute for Social Studies, The Hague, Netherlands 

• Makerere University, Uganda 

• University of Oxford, UK 

• Wageningen University, Netherlands 
 

Journal Referee 
 
African Affairs, African Conflict and Peace Review, Agenda, Agrekon, Agricultural Economics, Development 
and Change, Development Southern Africa, Ecology & Society, Feminist Africa, Food Security, Geoforum, 
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Journal for Contemporary History, Journal of Agrarian Change, Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 
Journal of Development Studies, Journal of Peasant Studies, Land Use Policy, Review of African Political 
Economy, South African Journal of Human Rights, Stellenbosch Law Review, Transformation. 

 
Boards and Professional bodies 
 

• Board of Trustees: Ndifuna Ukwazi (2019 onwards) 

• Board of Directors: Social Justice Initiative (2023 onwards) 

• Advisory Board: Merian Institute for Advanced Studies in Africa, University of Ghana (2019-2022) 

• Editorial Board: Social Dynamics (2017-2021) 

• Advisory Board: Cadasta (2016-2017) 

• Steering Committee: South African Land Observatory (2017-2019) 

• Panelist: Illovo Roundtable Committee on Land (2016-2017) 
 

International Research Consortia 
 

• Network of Excellence on Land Governance in Africa (2018 - current) 

• Regional Hub Coordinator: Future Agricultures Consortium (FAC), Southern Africa (2013-2017) 

• Co-founder and co-convenor: BRICS Initiative for Critical Agrarian Studies (BICAS), (2013-2019) 

• Co-founder and co-convenor: Land Deal Politics Initiative (LDPI), (2010-2017) 
 

University committees 
 

• Senate (2016 - current) 

• Research and Study Leave Committee, EMS Faculty (2012-2018) 

• Higher Degrees Committee, EMS Faculty (2019-2023) 

• Senate Research Committee (2024 - current) 
 

Scholarship trusts 
 

• Selection committee: Rhodes Scholarships Trust (South Africa at Large), 2024 to present 

• Selection committee: Rhodes Scholarships Trust (schools), 2019 to present 

• Trustee: United World Scholarships Scholarship Trust of Southern Africa, 2006-2019 

• Chairperson: United World Colleges Scholarships Trust of South Africa (Western Cape), 2005-2008 

• Selection committee: Rhodes Scholarships Trust of Southern Africa (Western Cape), 2002-2006 
 
Other advisory and review positions  
 

• Reviewer: UKRI (United Kingdom Research and Innovation) 

• Reviewer: European Research Council 

• Reviewer: Danish Research Foundation 

• Member: African Union Commission’s Scientific Committee on Land Policy in Africa  

• Assessor: Promotions Committee, Agricultural Economics, University of Ghana  

• Expert Reviewer: Finnish National Research Foundation 

• Expert Reviewer: ‘Innovation in Agricultural and Food Systems for Food Security’ programme, Swiss 
National Science Foundation 

• Reviewer: Netherlands Research Foundation  

• Reviewer: China-Africa programme, UK Department for International Development and Economic and 
Social Research Council 

• Reviewer: South African National Research Foundation  
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• Advisor: International Land Coalition advisor for Strategic Framework 

• Reference Group on the Sector Plan for Agriculture, Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
South Africa 

• Reviewer of LANDac research funding proposal for Land Academy, Leiden University, Netherlands 

• Panel of Experts on Agricultural Production in South Africa, National Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, South Africa 

• Vice-chairperson: Rural Education and Community Health (REACH) – NGO working on sexual violence, 
sexual harassment among women farm workers 

• Expert review panel: Women and Girls’ Property and Inheritance Rights Grants Program, International 
Center for Research on Women (ICRW), UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and Global 
Coalition on Women and Aids (GCWA), with funds provided by UNAIDS. 

• Reviewer, Department for International Development (Dfid) and Economic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC) Joint Research Scheme, United Kingdom. 

• HOPE Africa, rural development training reference group, Anglican church, Southern Africa 

• HEED Programme on Pesticide Use Among Small-Scale Farmers in South Africa and Tanzania, School of 
Public Health, University of Cape Town. 

• Department of Land Affairs reference group on Alternative Dispute Resolution 

• Department of Land Affairs reference group on Communal Property Institutions 
 
 



20 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Ruth Hall: curriculum vitae 

Referees 

 
Prof. Ben Cousins, Emeritus Professor, University of the Western Cape, South Africa 
Tel: +27 83 635 4279 
bcousins@plaas.org.za 
 
Prof. Dzodzi Tsikata, Director, African Studies, University of Ghana, Ghana 
Tel: +233 243 110 799 
dzodzit@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Prof. Saturnino M.  Borras Jr, International Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus University, The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 643 780 821 
junborras@gmail.com  
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